
2016 GEWÜRZTRAMINER 

 

Russian River Valley 

Estate Grown  ●  Estate Bottled 

 

Once upon a time, Gewurztraminer was a staple for wineries 

in the Russian River Valley. And why not. Temperate days, 

cool nights and heavy fog all make a cozy home for this       

thick-skinned grape. Now, every year, more vines change to 

Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Balletto Vineyards is proud to 

grow a wine of this quality and uniqueness in their vineyards.  

Balletto Vineyards makes all of its wine from sustainably-

farmed estate vineyards located throughout the cool southern 

third of the Russian River Valley. It is one of the few Russian 

River wineries to be 100 percent estate grown and estate       

bottled, and specializes in vineyard-designated Pinot Noir and 

Chardonnay, which are consistently elegant, balanced and 

delicious. 

Gewurztraminer Winemaking Philosophy: The challenge in 

making Gewurztraminer is to capture the intense aromas and 

maintain the weighty and smooth texture that is a hallmark of 

well grown Gewurztraminer. To do this, half of the grapes 

were destemmed and left to steep in their own juice for several 

hours. The remaining grapes were processed whole-cluster, 

and pressed together with the first portion. The combination 

adds just enough aromatics, but keeps the tannins in check.   

It’s amazing that a white wine this pretty and aromatic can   

carry such weight and seriousness.  

The wine is rich and perfumed, opening with the classic 

Gewurztraminer aromas of lychee nut and ripe pear. And  

under the fresh fruit is an intoxicating flash of spice and 

lightly nutty aromas that add complexity and interest.  

The wine effortlessly maintains an impressive weight that’s  

balanced with a light touch of acidity and deftly managed 

tannins that lend length to the finish. The wine fermented 

completely in stainless steel and contain zero residual sugar.  

Technical Information 

Alcohol: 13.7% 

pH: 3.56 

TA: 5.4 g/L 

Stainless Steel Fermentation 

Production: 870 cases 


