
2017 PINOT NOIR 

 

 

Sexton Hill Vineyard 

Russian River Valley 

Technical Information 

Alcohol: 14.1% 

pH: 3.68 

TA: 5.4 g/L 

Oak Treatment: 100% French (33% new)  

Case Production: 660 cases + 12 x 1.5 L    

bottles + 2 x 3L bottles & 2 x 5L bottle 

Balletto Vineyards makes all of its wine from sustainably-

farmed estate vineyards located throughout the cool southern 

third of the Russian River Valley. It is one of the few Russian 

River wineries to be 100 percent estate grown and estate       

bottled, and specializes in vineyard-designated Pinot Noir and 

Chardonnay, which are consistently elegant, balanced and     

delicious. 

Pinot Noir Winemaking Philosophy: Pinot Noir is one of the 

most expressive grape varietals grown. So we grow and        

harvest our grapes to showcase the uniqueness of our estate 

vineyards, maintain brisk natural acidity and have lower     

alcohol levels. We ferment exclusively with indigenous yeast 

in small six-ton open tops, and age our finished wine in 

French oak barrels with new oak used sparingly to enhance 

the wine, not dominate it. The result is serious Pinot Noir 

with depth, structure and finesse. Wines to savor.  

The 2017 Sexton Hill Vineyard is that rare pinot that’s elegant 

and beautifully layered, yet chock-full of intensity.  

The wine opens subtlety with dry earth, whole-cluster          

fermentation spice and black tea, followed by dark fruit in the 

background. Juicy acidity lights up the palate and gives focus 

to its medium-weight body, which still manages to come across 

as powerful. It gains momentum through it’s structure and 

balance, with all its elements merging simultaneously into one 

complete sensation. This wine will reward those with the      

patience to savor and  understand everything that’s going on.  

Sexton Hill Vineyard, with its steep hillsides, Goldridge soil 

and a non-traditional (think cold) northern exposure, lies 

about 10 miles from the cooling influence of the Pacific Ocean. 

Protected from direct afternoon sun, the grapes planted here 

produce concentrated and structured wines. 


